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1.
This examination consists of FIVE questions. You should answer ALL of questions 1 — 4 and EITHER 5a OR 5b.

2.
For questions 1, 2, 3, & 4, write your answers in the gaps on this examination paper.

3.
For Question 5A OR 5B use a separate sheet of writing paper.

4.
Make sure your name is on all papers.

5.
Fill in your details NOW.

PLEASE PRINT YOUR DETAILS CLEARLY
YOUR NAME:

YOUR SCHOOL:

TOWN:

COUNTRY

Today’s DATE:

Please read each question carefully and check your answers before handing in your examination paper.

TIME ALLOWED: 3 Hours

Question 1

Complete the text below by putting ONE word into each of the spaces. The first one has been done as an example.

The Problem with E-mails

The art of conversation is Example (being) lost and personal relationships are being damaged because people are becoming too reliant on 1(               ) by e-mail and mobile phones, experts warned yesterday.

Marriage counsellors say more and more relationships are 2(               ) down because vital emotions and feelings 3(               ) be transmitted via electronic conversations which are much more vulnerable to misinterpretation when there is 4 (               ) face-to-face dialogue. Ironically, teachers are now receiving advice on the internet 5(               ) how to teach teenagers to communicate with 6(               ) other face-to-face.

Relate counsellor, Denise Knowles, said: “Failure to communicate with the people we love is the biggest 7(             ) of relationship problems and we should not underestimate 8 (               ).

Conversation is an art and it 9(               ) to be practised. Otherwise, people may find 

10(               ) socially and even physically isolated.

[Source: adapted from Daily Express, 06.05.00]

(Total  marks: 10)

Question 2

Read the text below, then write short answers to the questions that follow it.

Flying Solo

Column inches analysing the perils and purpose of adventure holidays may be a natural reaction to some well-publicised recent disasters. But all the words in the world won’t alter the need for the human spirit to stretch itself.

For graduate Polly Vacher, there came a moment when her decision to fly a single engine aircraft solo across the Atlantic might easily have ended in death. She knew bad weather was closing in behind her and that if she landed, as planned, in Greenland, she would be stuck for several days. She decided to fly on to Iceland. But as two instrument lights failed, darkness fell, and the deteriorating conditions threatened to coat the plane’s wings in deadly ice, Polly says she had never been so afraid in her life.

She flew blind, and as low over the uninhabited northern wasteland as she dared, to reduce the risk of ice clawing the plane from the night sky, swearing all the while that if she got through this alive, she would never make such a misjudgment again.

That resolve is soon to be tested when Polly sets out on a new challenge later this year: to fly solo around the world and into the record books as the smallest aircraft, flown solo by a woman, to circumnavigate the world via the Pacific.

But this time she will carry responsibility for something more than her own safety, having pledged to raise enough sponsorship money to fund a scholarship enabling people with disabilities to experience the same surge of sheer adrenaline which comes from skimming cloud tops and seeing sights which are hidden to the earthbound.

“For people with disabilities,” says Polly, “a flying scholarship offers them an intellectual and physical challenge at which they never remotely believed they could succeed and helps them gain in confidence and self-esteem. Up there in the sky they are as free as anyone else.”

[Source: adapted from Open Eye, edition 2000, p. 32]

All the answers should be based on information given in the text but you should try to use your own words as far as possible.

QUESTIONS

1. Explain in your own words what is meant by the first paragraph.

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………

2.
Why might Polly have been stuck for days if she had landed in Greenland?

………………………………………………………………………………………

3.
What was the ‘misjudgment’ she made?

………………………………………………………………………………………

4.
What is meant here exactly by “That resolve is soon to be tested”?

………………………………………………………………………………………

5.
What are 2 of the main reasons for Polly undertaking the next flight?

………………………………………………………………………………………

See next page

Now look at the following sentences and decide whether each is true or false according to the text. Show your answer by putting a tick (() if it is true, or a cross (x) if it is false, in the box.

TRUE/FALSE

6. 
Polly couldn’t see where she was flying.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

7. 
Polly flew low because the temperature was warmer.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

8. 
If the January flight is successful, Polly will be the only female pilot


in the record books.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

9. 
Disabled pilots will attempt the same flight at the same time.
 FORMCHECKBOX 



10. 
Polly would like disabled people to have the chance to feel the same


excitement as her.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

(Total marks: 10)

Question 3

Read the following text. In EACH line there is a word which is unnecessary. It is either grammatically inaccurate or inappropriate. Put the unnecessary word in the space between brackets at the end of each line. The first one has been done as an example.

Example: Only some the very best foods go into cans. 

 (some)

Vegetables and fruit are picked up in peak condition and, within
( ____________ ) 1.

hours, are sorted, and cooked inside sealed cans. Inside of the
( ____________ ) 2.

can, time stops. So when are opened, the food is just as fresh,
( ____________ ) 3.

delicious and nutritious as the day it was been canned. Cans have
( ____________ ) 4.

been opened for decades after they were sealed and the contents 
( ____________ ) 5.
found out to be quite edible. However, we do recommend

( ____________ ) 6.
you as a general rule that canned goods are used within 2 

( ____________ ) 7.
years of purchase goods. The longevity of cans enables us

( ____________ ) 8.
to have more variety in our diets than was ever before. 

( ____________ ) 9.
And therefore as every doctor will tell you, variety is much

( ____________ ) 10.
more than the spice of life, it is the very basis of sound nutrition.

[Source: adapted from The Uncanny Knack, p.4]

 (Total marks: 10)

Question 4

Complete the following sentences by changing the verbs in brackets into the correct form and tense to fill each of the blank spaces. No additional words (link words, pronouns etc.) are needed and should NOT be added - only verbs, including auxiliaries, negatives and modals.

Look carefully at the example:

Example: Ten years ago hardly anyone .............................of the internet. Now there’s hardly anyone who hasn’t. (hear)

Ten years ago hardly anyone had heard of the internet. Now there’s hardly anyone who hasn’t. 

1. Provided parents sign a permission form, pupils ................................... to leave school early.











(allow)

2. The taxi driver didn’t know where to go because he....................................to that place before.











 (be)

3. If my family hadn’t emigrated to Australia, we..................................... a lot of time together now.








(spend)

4. Do you remember................................. in Switzerland when we were younger? (ski)

5. Please do not hesitate to contact us,...................you....................... any further information. 












(require)

6. ................................... all his money, Greg had to abandon his trip and return home. (lose)

7. All passengers must contact an airline official as soon as they ........................their baggage.












(collect)

8. Had you been watching where you..............................., we wouldn’t have crashed. (go)

9. Whenever a wolf ..................................., people would panic and all kinds of accidents would happen.









 (spot)

10. It has been claimed that instances of heart disease................................. drastically, if people exercised more regularly.







(reduce)

(Total marks: 10)

Question 5

Choose ONE of the following writing tasks. Follow the instructions and write about 250 words. Remember to cover all the relevant points.

EITHER

a. A national television company is planning to televise a live studio debate amongst ordinary viewers on the responsibilities of the media, as mainly related to television and films but may also cover the press and the internet. They have asked interested viewers to send them a letter outlining their views, positive and negative, in order to decide how worthwhile it would be inviting the viewer to the studio debate.

Write the letter with an appropriate opening and closing but you do NOT need to include addresses.

OR

b. The government is offering grants to improve the arts facilities (theatres, cinemas, art clubs etc.) in different towns but money is limited and the grants will be offered to those towns which argue the most convincing case. Write a report outlining the main areas of need in your vicinity and to what use the grant would be put.

(Total marks 20: 10 for accuracy and appropriateness of language; 10 for task achievement.)
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